
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Mr. Michael Stumbras 

Department: Art and Design 

Email Address: mstumbr@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-1749 

Campus Mail Box: 1202 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student only. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[x] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Art and Design Ceramics Studio 1218 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

No. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

This URCA position seeks an undergraduate assistant to assist with the professional studio practice of an 

Art and Design Faculty member. The assistant will learn and work with a variety of ceramic studio 

practices including slip trailing, water etching, applying gold luster and firing ceramic kilns; and digital 

practices including technical photography for publication, digital editing,, and inventory tracking and 

management. The assistant will also have the opportunity to participate in the professional practice of 

exhibiting work, applying to shows and competitions, and packing, shipping work, and communicating 

with galleries and museums. 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Student Responsibilities 

   -URCA students will dedicate an average of 9 hours a week to 

   -Studio practice development and support including water etching, slip trailing, glazing, and firing kilns 

   -Digital and online practice and support including applying to exhibitions, studio photography and image 
preparation. 

   -Professional practices including preparing work for exhibitions and communicating with galleries and museums 

   -Students must demonstrate a willingness to learn new skills related to contemporary ceramic art 

   -Students must maintain regularly scheduled hours throughout the semester 

   -Students must be adaptable and serious about developing their own research interests through working with a 
member of the Ceramics Faculty. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 
experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 
your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

Students will learn to: 

   -Improve their wheel throwing and hand building skills guided by a faculty member 

   -Develop complex surfaces in porcelain using a variety of additive and subtractive processes. 

   -Understand the relationship of contemporary studio practices to historical trends. 

   -Develop their understanding of clay and glaze materials through glaze mixing and testing. 

   -Load, unload, and operate gas-fired, electric, and atmospheric kilns including a certification program 

   -Use museum resources to track down relevant research texts. 

   -Pack, ship, and unpack artwork safely and professionally. 

   -Take studio quality photographs and edit images 

   -Apply to art exhibitions, grants, and competitions 

   -Engage in professional discourse with academic and private galleries and museums. 

   -Create promotional materials for creative research such as exhibition posters, postcards, email announcements, 
and a website. 
 



Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Availability set by student 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

n/a 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

ART 305 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

n/a 


